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MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE 

109. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: Oh, he’s awake! 

Mr R.S. LOVE: Yes, thanks. You have had your go. 

I refer to the government’s decision to close Moora Residential College. Now that the Premier has seen the 
groundswell of public support for the college, exemplified in today’s rally, the previous Country Women’s 
Association rally at Parliament, the countless signatures on petitions being presented in the upper house as we 
speak, an extensive social media campaign and lobbying from Moora and a wide range of Western Australians, 
will he change his decision and keep the college open? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
We appreciate that many people in Moora have felt strongly about this issue. It is regrettable that the $40 billion 
the Liberals and Nationals lost means that some difficult decisions have to be made. We are working hard to ensure 
that those students who are affected—26 students reside at the boarding college—will have other opportunities in 
Northam, Geraldton or at some of the other residential colleges in which to reside. It needs to be remembered that 
not one of the students comes from Moora. They often come from very far afield; in fact, some come from 
Marble Bar, some come from Sandstone and some come from Eighty Mile Beach. They are all very relevant 
matters, because there are places available in Geraldton and Northam for these students to attend; indeed, a range 
of other residential colleges in Albany, Broome or other places around the state may well have places available. 
A lot of work is going on to make sure that those students have the best opportunities. 

I close by saying to the member for Moore that I do feel some sympathy for him, because he was in office during 
the term of the last government and it did nothing for his electorate. The last time anything was done for his 
electorate was when Labor built Moora Hospital. 
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